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Vapes Briefing










Who are Material Focus?

Material Focus is an independent, not-for-profit organisation which is funded through
the UK WEEE regulations. Our role is to improve the UK e-waste system and to make it
easier for everyone to reuse and recycle electricals. We do this through...

Insights
3 Identifying, producing and sharing insightful, timely and impactful research to
help build a better UK e-waste/ WEEE system.

Investments
3 Identifying and funding projects which help make it easier for people to reuse

and recycle electricals.

Inspiration
3 Creating and delivering communications which help make it feel easier for

people to reuse and recycle electricals through our Recycle Your Electricals
campaign.


http://www.materialfocus.org.uk
https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/









https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/press-releases/one-million-single-use-vapes-thrown-away-every-week-contributing-to-the-growing-e-waste-challenge-in-the-uk/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/press-releases/one-million-single-use-vapes-thrown-away-every-week-contributing-to-the-growing-e-waste-challenge-in-the-uk/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/press-releases/number-of-disposable-single-use-vapes-thrown-away-have-in-a-year-nearly-quadrupled-to-5-million-per-week/






https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/press-releases/number-of-disposable-single-use-vapes-thrown-away-have-in-a-year-nearly-quadrupled-to-5-million-per-week/

Vapes - the facts and figures

The lithium inside vapes that are thrown away could be powering the green economy
Our research has found that 5,000 electric vehicle batteries worth of lithium being thrown away per year.

Hidden batteries inside can cause fires if crushed or damaged

Batteries hidden inside vapes can cause fires if crushed or damaged in general recycling or waste
streams. Vapes must be recycled separately.

Adding to the problem of e-waste

Binning vapes adds to e-waste which is the fastest growing waste stream in the world. In the UK alone
we bin over 155,000 tonnes of electrical waste a year.

Source: Material Focus research



https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/press-releases/number-of-disposable-single-use-vapes-thrown-away-have-in-a-year-nearly-quadrupled-to-5-million-per-week/

How to comply




Who are the key players?

Enforcement bodies across the UK

0 Environment Agency (EA) - England

O Natural Resources Wales - Wales

O Northern Ireland Environment Agency - Northern Ireland

O Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) - Scotland
0 Office for Product Safety & Standards (OPSS)

Other agencies

0 MHRA - producers must submit information about their products
0 The Chartered Trading Standards Institute - product safety and compliance


https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-product-safety-and-standards

Producer vs retailer/ distributor responsibilities
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If you sell vapes you are defined as a retailer/ distributor
If you manufacture or import vapes into the UK you are defined as a producer
If you do both, then you have producer and retailer/ distributor responsibilities
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/waste-electricals-producer-responsibilities-briefing-paper/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility

Waste electricals producer responsibilities

O As a producer you must also:

3 mark electrical products with the crossed out wheelie bin
symbol and a date mark.

3 provide information on reuse and environmentally sound
treatment of the products and components (includes
materials, dangerous substances and preparations) within
one year of putting them on the market.

3 provide your distributors with your producer registration
number.

3 keep records for at least 4 years of the amount of EEE put
on the market by category.

Full producer responsibilities can be found here.

Source: Producer responsibilities GOV.UK



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/3113/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/producer-responsibility-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility

How do | comply with environmental
regulations as a retailer?
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https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store



https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store



https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/set-up-an-alternative-take-back-service
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-regulations-distributor-templates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers



https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/



https://www.biffa.co.uk/biffa-insights/biffa-vape-takeback-scheme
mailto:services@biffa.co.uk
https://environcom.co.uk/recycling/
mailto:Alison.mitchell@environcom.co.uk
https://gapgroupuk.com/waste-processing/electrical-waste/vape-treatment-and-recovery/
mailto:waste@gapgroupuk.com
https://www.reconomy.com/products-services/vape-recycling/
mailto:enquiries@reconomy.com
https://www.sweeepkuusakoski.co.uk/services/
mailto:recycle@sweeep.co.uk
https://www.veolia.co.uk/services/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee
https://www.veolia.co.uk/contact-us
https://www.wastecare.co.uk/recycling-collection/electrical-waste/
mailto:recycling@wastecare.co.uk
https://wasteexperts.co.uk/vape-recycling/
mailto:info@wasteexperts.co.uk






https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/account/
https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/faq/how-do-i-delete-my-data/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
mailto:opss.enquiries@businessandtrade.gov.uk



https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/



https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/









https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/



https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/

Record Keeping

O«

O¢ O«

A distributor which offers in store take-back will keep a record of the number of units of vapes that are
returned to them.

A distributor who returns vapes under regulation 43 will keep a record of the number of units of vapes
returned by them under that regulation.

Each distributor will keep a record of the information.

The records referred to will be kept for a period of at least four years commencing from the date on
which any such record is made and will be made available to the Secretary of State on demand.

Record keeping:

O« O¢ O«

As a distributor you must record and keep copies for 4 years of all vapes you collect.

For more information on record keeping please refer to https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/record-keeping
A template for your records is available to download at GOV UK from the following link
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-regulations-distributor-templates

Source: https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/



https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/record-keeping
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weee-regulations-distributor-templates
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/



https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/



https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/regulation-43-requests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/



https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/compliant-containers
https://www.vapespbs.org.uk/




Collection from HWRCs via the Producer
Balancing System

The mandatory Producer Balancing System (PBS) which is part of the current UK WEEE
Regulations has recently been modified to process Regulation 34 requests for vapes arising at Local
Authority Household Waste Recycling Centres (LA HWRCs).

This means that vapes separately collected at LA HWRCs can have their collection and recycling
funded via the PBS.

LAs may not currently have signage and containers etc. in place at their HWRCs to separately collect
vapes.

Any LA wishing to separately collect vapes at an HWRC should contact the producer compliance
scheme (PCS) they currently work with to discuss next steps.


https://wsfpbs.anthesisgroup.com/



https://wsfpbs.anthesisgroup.com/



https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/

HOW TO COMMUNICATE vape recycling to the public

NEVER BIN THEM - RECYCLE ALL YOUR VAPES
Batteries in vapes can cause fires when binned.

Rechargeable vapes

Recycle the battery separately if it is removable.

o] If you can remove the battery, drop it in a battery recycling bin.
0  Putthe rest of the vape in a vape recycling bin.
o] If there isn't a separate bin for vapes, recycle yours with other small electricals.

If the battery is not removable, recycle the whole thing with vapes or other small electricals.

Single-use vapes
Leave the battery inside and recycle the whole thing.
o] Drop the vape in a vape recycling bin.
o] If there isn't a separate bin for vapes, recycle yours with other small electricals.

E-liguid/ vape juice pods
These may contain metals or electrical components.

o] Put pods in the vape recycling bin.
0 If there isn't a separate bin for vapes, recycle yours with other small electricals.












https://www.letsrecycle.com/news/whole-vapes-incinerated-ea-says/

Environment Agency - ban on incineration of vapes

1. Regulation 3! of the WEEE Regulations requires producer compliance schemes (PCS) to set up
systems that provide for the separate collection and treatment of WEEE using best available collection,
treatment, recovery, and recycling techniques, for any WEEE for which they are responsible. It also
requires that PCSs make sure the WEEE is treated at an ATF (Authorised Treatment Facility).

As vapes are in scope of the WEEE regulations, this regulation applies to vapes.

2. All ATFs must operate in compliance with their permit, which includes a condition that BATRRT (Best
Available Treatment Recovery and Recycling Techniques) is used to treat the WEEE they accept. In the
case of vapes this will include the removal of batteries and liguids. If such a recycling technique for
vapes is reasonably available (e.g. manual dismantling) then an ATF must use it.

3.  Whole vapes should not be incinerated.

4. Any fractions from the treatment of vapes that contain POPs need to managed in a way that ensures
the POPs are destroyed or irreversibly transformed.

If you have any queries please contact weee@environment-agency.qov.uk



mailto:weee@environment-agency.gov.uk






https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-crackdown-on-single-use-vapes







Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: How are Material Focus funded?

A: Our funding comes from UK WEEE Regulations Compliance Fees. These are paid by
electrical producers if they don't meet annual recycling targets set by the government. The
fees are set higher than the average costs of collections to encourage collections to take
place. We manage spending of the fees to support reuse and recycling of electricals in the
UK.

Q: Are Material Focus a regulator?
A: We are not a government body nor a regulator, and work separately to the regulators

across the UK. But we will regularly share information with them to help improve the e-waste
system - to make it as easy as possible for the public to reuse and recycle their electricals.



Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: Is your work across the UK?

A: We work across the UK. We are a not-for-profit organisation with expertise in the electrical waste
sector. Our role is to help improve the UK e-waste system through improving the reuse and
recycling rates of waste electricals - this includes working with organisations across the UK sector to
increase awareness of obligations and how to meet them.

Q: Who are the regulators in the UK?

A: Your relevant regulator is dependent on your company registered address location:

0 Environment Agency (England)

0 Natural Resources Wales (Wales)

0 Northern Ireland Environment Agency (Northern Ireland)
0 Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (Scotland)



https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/




